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"That son of a bitch haa bem out to get 



Hep. Xvonue fiuxke 
House of ^presentatlyes 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Rep< Burks « 

Art Kevin tells me that uou said of 
US from the first." 

factual falsehood, this representa why your committee is and haa 
bem In trouble, has, has had and will have np oredlblUty and is the newest in dis- 
information oparattona that perpetuate great tragedies. 

^ is also the first book on the Warren CommissiotTcon- 

that there was a need for a Congressional investlgatlai. Bad does not beconie good 

«a.ta .tat I. tad to ta oonridotad ,ood.»tat «u 

»or does .tat jroo .ant to te true baoone truth adnply taoauM it ony ta yoar doain. 

tata Sf “““S',*” 1™»*« a Oon®«ioion.l lnt.atlffltlon 

ST^dy!^ reoellped In when they were addressed to those who then, predictably, 
did engage in ezceseae and diA deceive and mialead the Congress, ^ 

J**'! ^ andlater did seek my views and help, including Mr. Downing 

my offers and I am sure ay cautions against precisely what has come to pass. When Rick anked 
1^ Ponitton paper at the time of Rules eommittee acUon although I rwihed It^ 

^ In It I explained what I would consider irresponaihle.^t I could 

not Md would not support and exactly how it would be rtdnoua to the oommlttee. By what 
you have done you people have made me Merlin, the man who remembers thTfuture. ^ ^ 

rela^SSS^ th^ok Sprague should not have taken the Job because of his prior 

r elatt ocahlp with Arlen Specter, I accepted hts assuranoe be had no conflict. In a 

mra^S coherence with him and others we dlaousaed much, including what would be wrong 
ooBimlt^ to attempt, what U could and wouldXto help you and JSt^I 
w^d legart ee perecually intolerable. Ify forecast of what would doom your comnittee was. 

'■“* “ ~ »«•"• - at Itata ’ 

trOta^^ ™>a«aih llruotar mil taU you to. oompl.tcly 

o ^ atatement are. He can go back to when I was seriously 111 and 

^ way to the hospital woriced to help the canmittee 

STottaM JSTcr*’ ^ ^ ® pAraU room so they 

^ 5?^^ intto Congress could consult with me in privacy. He should remember that al- ^ 

the thr^bo^htti. In both legs and thighs was a^, and the SJ^LreSy 
hT^ remedy, I did what he asked when he oeme here, gavrSTcopieJif 

“* *“ *^^ Sprague and me and others in the miiSiig and he^ others 
^ afternoon together. Be told me h« would be couing herT^ first of tS^ 

accomoLtlons In S^rto^ve 
your eeamdttoe money. He never oame gnd I did diainvite him, 

VDu I am sure he will tell 

you I offered more and he felt he bad berter comprehend what he had then accepted. 






The aaiount of work I have undertakaa ia more than any one persoiy^ can hope to 
aroompUah. i*/othln« would hare pleased me more than the proper and successful functionine 
of your ooiamittee. What happened to me is mediciOly serious. *^t does limit me as it may 
^riwn my life. HowsTer, I still work to the limit of ay capacity. Yesterday 1 put in a 
Uttle more than 20 tours without any rest - to help another who is respondible and Is known 
to you personally. This means I work in haste, sometimes In anger and sooetirnGo do not 
ex^e ^aelf as clearly as I'd like or as briefly as reflection and rewriting would 
permit. In my slapje view this would mean that ^ not do something elae. There may be 

letter you may not take as I intend. This can also be true of my correspondence 
with Dick Sprague. However, I am confident that irtiat cannot be misunderstood i. that 
^tten record of last Sovenber that my separation from any relatLonahip with your com- 
mltt« was on what for me are and always will be question of nrlnclple on which there 
can be no compromise* 



In my view rights are IndiTielbla* T]\e denial of any right to any one becomes a 
detxial to all. Hider the law tod in out traditional belief you have no right that you 
detny say James Sari Kay. ^ 

let withput any Investigatlffli you ordained him Dr. King's assassin. You personally 
and you through the committee and the committee in its reports and leaks and in 
statements. Can you ezpeot me to have a different standard for you than ^ the former 

Am I to now turn around and find the Idanttoal fault ri^t for you and wrong 

for him" 

A 

To me there is rirfit and there is wrong, there is honesty and there is dishonesty* 

IT you would like me to address yhat is in your reports and tht^sessioas transcripta of 
which you have released ia terms of faot, rljjxt and wrong or honesty I am willing. I 
think you will not d^re it. 

You personally knew of me last fall from College students who visited you. Les 
Payne also spoke to you about me , about what I could «o total be helpful and he also 
gave you unheeded cautions. On this basis alone what you told Art Kevin is false, ^t 
is part of a McCarthyite .tint mindaet also vleible in the committee attack on the press. 

I tove seen no allegrtion of factual error la any of the reporting that is objected to. 

I know of no such error in any of this reporttog. Unable to defend its own record the 
committee membare merely use their poaitlons to attack the proaa as CllA agents because 
it has exposed your committee. This Is unalloyed McCarthylam, 

I defend these reporters on principle, not their favors to mo. 1‘hay have never 
reviewed any of my books, have never written favorably of me and not one of them has 
ew bsOT In any courtroom in which I had an TOIA suit. I doubt anyone has written more 
orlttcally than I hare of the Post on this subject. Yet I cannot permit thta to alter 
my belief, ray adhercaice to basic Ajnerlcan traditional belief. 

Ittth Art Kevin it is not only that we have been friends for yaars and that I hare 
had experiences to has not had. I had a prior relaUonshlp with Lw Hall, too. ^e had 
gone to court to defeat^ Jim Carrleon's effort to compel him to go to New Orleans and 
testify. In early 1968 I spent as much of each of three or four days as was then 
able to do medically. He was in the Loa Angeles vetoimas' bospltol. In the end be did 

to go to haw Orleans voluntarily. Among the condltlMia^he stipulated were that I 
aooOTw him and be with him all the time he was questloo«?% trusted me and ho did not 
want to tore nobo^ to support him In a disagreement. Prom this experience with Hall I 
am certain of Art's truthfulness when he says Hall Insisted on Art belnv with him In a 
voluntary meeting with your staff* 



your oomnittee did la coaslstent with Its long record of aeeidruj 
without conccin for truth or rights erren decency* 

The stage appears to ho set for annther media event* 

With a cooperative witness converted into the headline requirement, a hostile 
witness* 

rou have your sharo of the responsibility for what has liappened with and to your 
committee and what this has done to the country* ?ou neither address nor relieve your 
iqsst past with false accusations against me* 

You freely and knowingly chose to bed with and friend. The cry of rape 

is unbecoming* 

And entirely false* 



Sinc^ly, 




1 . 



\ 



Harold Welsberg 
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